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having made the decision it was perhaps unwise to have opposed the Liberals, did not alter the illogical nature of the Election. A burden had been placed on political faith and intellect owing to the lack of leadership at the top. The Conservative Party, already devoid of initiative, returned like schoolboys held together by an artificial esprit de corps. A confusion of opinions, an emasculated policy and a sentiment in place of a leader was the equipment of the new Government and so it still remains*
Instead of passing strong measures the National Government as was to be expected, commenced by passing weak measures with a certain outward display of strength. The Statute of Westminster, which owing to the meddlesomeness of a previous Government had become almost an inevitable piece of routine, was enacted with little opposition. The inability to affect the Empire had been an earlier pretext for interference. There had been the weak desire to make a gesture by raising a convention, because it was conciliatory to the dignity of law. On the second reading Mr. Winston Churchill opposed, but in the Press and in the House of Commons the passage of the Bill was carefully prepared. So far as Conservative opinion was concerned, Mr. Amery, the late Conservative Secretary of State for the Dominions, supported it, because it marked "the end of a political and the beginning of an economic Empire/1 Such loose opinion was probably a sample of the ebb to which political wisdom had been reduced in the long years of dilatory tactics. How long an Empire could exist on a trade partnership would be a new experiment, That an Empire cannot be organised scientifically but must depend on the inherent political power of its integral parts from year to year, is a proposition that Conservatives still baffled by Liberal motives cannot appreciate. Mr* Baldwin spoke for the measure and made the strongest efforts to get it passed. Having placed himself at variance once again with tha best of his supporters, he was playing the old tactics despite the changed nature of the Government, His fears